
PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST 
 
The Public Speaking Contest is sponsored by the N.C. Association of Soil and Water Conversation Districts 
(NCASWCD), which also sets the rules. 
 
Eligible Titles: 
A set of titles has been selected by the Association’s Education Committee and adopted by the Association.  
The approval titles and their rotation schedule is as follows: 
     
           

2005 - 2006 Water…..the Cycle of Life 
2006 - 2007 Wetlands are Wonderful 
2007 - 2008 We all Live in a Watershed 
2008 - 2009 
2009 – 2010 
2010 - 2011   

Soil & Water…...Yours for Life 
The Living Soil 
 Water----the Cycle of Life 

  
Participant Eligibility: 
Seventh grade competition is open to 7th grade students.  The eighth grade competition is open to 8th grade 
students. 
 
Contest Cycle: 
Runs concurrently with the school year and takes place in participating Districts. 
 
Contest Procedure: 
Contest will be conducted on the District, Area and State levels.  District First Place winners will be eligible to 
enter Area Contests, and Area First Place winners will be eligible to enter the State contest.  Each contest 
coordinator shall see that contestants and judges have a copy of the rules and shall urge them to study these 
rules, especially the sections on contest and judging criteria. 
 
The contents and videotapes made of all speeches entered into District sponsored competition become the 
property of the respective District, Area or the Association.  These entities are entitled to use the contents and 
video of these speeches for promotion of the Conservation District program. 
 
Time Limit: 
The speech is limited from 4 to 6 minutes.  If any speech is under 4 minutes or over 6 minutes, then 5 points 
will be subtracted from the final score by the judges.  An official timekeeper will be appointed for all contests 
(District, Area, State). 
 
Judging Criteria: 
The NCASWCD adopted a standard score card to be used for all contest levels.  Students will be judged on 
content and speaking skills as described on the score sheet.  Visual aids may not be used.  Contestants shall 
identify themselves by their assigned number only or not at all.  Personal information such as name, school and 
hometown cannot be given. 
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Infractions: 
Points will be deducted for the following infractions: 

  
 Use of visual aids 5 points 
 Over or under the time limit 5 points 
 Giving personal information 5 points 

 
District Contest: 

 Teachers should ask students to prepare a speech and then select several speeches for presentation at 
school. 

 According to the local District’s guidelines, each school may select one or more contestants from each 
grade level for grades 7 and 8 to represent the school at the District’s Annual Speech Contest. 

 At the District’s Annual Speech Contest, contestants will draw numbers to determine their order of 
speaking. 

 The Districts’ three or five member judging team will rate the contestants and privately confer to select 
one winner from each grade level to compete in the Area contest. 

 District contests may be conducted at any time during the school year provided that District winners are 
determined before March 1.  Names of District winners must be sent to the Area Chairperson on or 
before March 7. 

 District many present awards, as they deem appropriate. 
 
 
Area Contest: 

 Each Area Chairperson will select a date and place for the Area Speech Contest and should notify all 
Districts in that Area at least 30 days before the date of the contest.  Contestants should be notified 
immediately so they can arrange their schedules. 

 The names of each Area winner must be sent to the Division of Soil and Water Conservation on or 
before April 1. 

 Areas may present awards, as they deem appropriate. 
 
 

State Contest: 
 The Association, with assistance from the Division of Soil and Water Conservation, will select a date 

and place for the State Contest and notify Area Chairperson at least 30 days before the contest. 
 The State contest will be held no later than May 15. 
 State awards, as determined by the Association, will be presented at the State Contest when feasible:        

First Prize             $200 cash or check 
                           Second Prize:             $100 cash or check 
 Certificates will be given to all state –level participants via the District. 
 Within 20 days after state judging, state winners for each grade level will be announced to all Districts.   

 
 


